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Fig 1. pulp stone (arrow) within upper 1st molar and 2nd molars.
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A Radiographic Assessment of the Prevalence of
Pulp Stone in Taiwanese Adults

Rong-Tai Roan -2, Wen-Jih Rou %, Cheng-Hwei Chen %, Fu-Hsiung Chuang "2,
Tien-Yu Hsieh 2

1 Department of Conservative Dentistry, Kaohsiung Medical University Hospital
2 School of Dentistry, Kaohsiung Medical University

The purpose of this study was to investigate the prevalence of pulp stone in Taiwanese
adults using the periapical radiographs. All the data had been analyzed in order to explore
possible associations between genders, teeth classifications and healthy conditions of tooth.
The full mouth periapical films of 857 non-Aboriginal and 180 Aboriginal adults were exam-
ined under 2 x magnifications by an endodontist. Pulp stones were scored as present or absent.
Double determination one month after was done by the same endodontist. In non-Aboriginal
group,the number (percent) of persons with the tooth contained pulp stone were 65
(15.0% ) in male subjects and 94 (22.2% ) in women.In Aboriginal group, the number
(percent) were 7 (8.1% ) in men and 29 (30.9% ) in women.Analyzed by chi-square test,
it is significant that more pulp stones were found in women than men. There were 321
(2.3% ) teeth of all examined posterior teeth contained pulp stone and there were only 3 (0.03% )
in all examined anterior teeth. The prevalence of pulp stone in the upper molar (8.5% ) was
higher than the lower one (4.2% ). No significant difference between right and left side of teeth
was found. And also no significant difference were found between the pulp stone prevalence and

the condition of tooth either intact,carious or periodontal involvement.

Keywords: pulp stone, Taiwanese, dental x-ray film.
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