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in Areas Deficient in Oral Medical Resources

Pei-Ying Chou', Ching-Wen Liu’, Jeng-Huey Chen**’, Hong-Sen Chen'***’

1 Graduate Institute of Oral Health Sciences, Kaohsiung Medical University
2 Graduate Institute of Dental Sciences, Kaohsiung Medical University

3 Faculty of Dental Hygiene, Kaohsiung Medical University

4 Faculty of Dentistry, Kaohsiung Medical University

5 Department of Dentistry, Kaohsiung Medical University Hospital

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to analyze the caries status and causing factors in primary school
children that live in areas deficient in dental care. This is a cross-sectional research, targeting
pupils in Nei-Meng Primary School, Nei-Meng Village, Kaohsiung Hsien (County), a school
without dental care provider in its neighborhood. The study approaches utilize oral examinations
and accompany questionnaires. Investigations were conducted on all 275 School Children that

were enrolled in 2006, and 263 valid questionnaires were retrieved and evaluated.

The study results indicate that the caries index is 5.61, caries prevalence is 93.54%, while
the rate for caries filling is only 13.03%. Nationality of mother or profession of father affects the
caries existence in the permanent teeth in these school children. Differences also exist between
sexes in self-care of oral hygiene, in that female pupils demonstrate higher frequencies in using
dental floss as well as brushing teeth. The difference is more pronounced between sexes in the
brushing rate before going to bed at night, as 82.96% of the female pupils are having the brushing
habits, while only 69.53% of male pupils conduct such practices. Owing to the distant location of
the neighborhood, only 37 School Children (14.23%) are experiencing dental examinations
periodically. As for the reasons contributing to the lack of periodical dental examinations, 129
pupils (57.85%) answered "parents are too busy at work", and 91 pupils (40.81%) claimed "fear

of seeing dentists".

Keywords: Medical Resources Deficiency, Caries Prevalence, Oral Hygiene Status.
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