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Abstract
Background:

It has been documented that parental smoking behavior would affect their children’s smoking
behavior.

Objective:

This study investigated the correlation between the tobacco knowledge, attitude toward
tobacco control policies, and smoking behavior of parents of elementary school children in
Kaohsiung, Taiwan.

Methods:

Data of this study was collected from March to June 1998 using cluster sampling method. A
validated self-administered questionnaire was distributed to the parents of elementary school
children from grades 3 to 6 in Kaohsiung. There were 3,468 valid questionnaires collected: among
them, 1,863 were from urban area, 1,350 were from rural area, and the 719 were from mountain
area. Multinomial Logistic Regression Analysis was employed to assess the correlation of current/
ever/never smoking behavior and tobacco knowledge, attitude toward tobacco control policy.

SithRENBERRIAEMNH - REMHIBREEERF TR AR

Results:

“current” Smoking behaviors were found 24.2 % in the urban area, 27.3% in the rural area,
and 27.9% in the mountain areas in Kaohsiung. The smoking rate of male is 44.2% comparing to
the females’ of only 8.3%. After adjusting for the potential control variables, the factors significantly
associated with "current" smoking behavior include: living in the mountain areas [adjusted odds
ratio (aOR) =1.18], living in the rural areas (aOR=1.21), male parents (aOR=8.76) and lower level
of attitude toward tobacco control policies (aOR=4.56). Factors attributed to the “current” smoking
behavior among different geographic regions include: lower level of attitude toward tobacco control
policies (aOR =0.17), house guest smoked while visiting (aOR= 3.61), smoke free policy at work
sites (aOR =2.12; 1.65; 2.11), drinking (aOR=8.47), and betel nut chewing (aOR=30.36).

Conclusion:

A higher prevalence of smoking was found in the rural and mountain areas in Kaohsiung.
Results also indicate that factors associated with smoking behavior were different among geographic
regions. Therefore, it is recommended that health department and schools systems should modify
their tobacco control and prevention strategies based on the regional characteristics so the smoking
reduction rate can be maximized.
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